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ATTENTION
We invite members of the
IAC North West Region to enter our annual
Competition and to the Spring Festival.
See Pages 12,13 & 14 for details.

Chairman’s
Chat
I’m writing this Chat at the end of
November but you will not get to
read it until the New Year so I am
taking this opportunity of wishing
all our members a Happy and a
successful film making year in
2020. I have this week visited
two of the clubs in the West
Riding and had two very enjoyable evenings. It is surprising how
well you get to know people through inter-club meetings and
competitions etc. and they greet you as friends because of a
common interest even though you only meet occasionally.
Unfortunately, due to the passing of the years and travel, especially
at night, for some people it is getting rather difficult or even
impossible to attend such events.
At this point I have to mention my visit to Huddersfield Film Makers
Club which gave their annual show, “A Festival of Film” a very
enjoyable evening but sadly their last public show. The Club has
been giving public shows, matinee and evening on three days of the
week since 1949. During this time, they have had access to many
local events which have been recorded by members of the club so
that their archive is amazing.
One of the films we saw recorded Emley Moor Television Mast as it
was being assembled. Health and Safety did not exist as David
Whitworth and Jim Kenworthy went up to the very top of the mast in
the cradle to record the most incredible footage. They even have
footage of the mast on the ground after ice had brought it down in
1969. The show ended with the “Magazine of Memories” with
excerpts from many years which showed Huddersfield back in the
days when every building was black with soot, yet between each
film there were modern pictures taken around town of the clean
buildings making it look very impressive. I was thrilled to see the
most extraordinary pictures of the river when concentrated soap
(Stardrops) had escaped undetected from the factory and the
resulting foam was flying all around the town – totally unbelievable but someone was there from the club to record the river with soap
suds three to four foot high stretching for five miles down stream!!
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Over the years all of us have collected archival film that is important
to preserve. Local events are often recorded in the press with
pictures, but there is nothing to compare with the moving image
that film gives us – not only pictures but aural information as well.
As we lose members and clubs close, we must make sure that
these treasures are preserved. For those of you who attended
NERIAC’s Spring Festival in Spofforth will have heard the talk by
Graham Relton, from the North East and Yorkshire Film Archive.
(http://www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com/yfa-nefa)
He encouraged us to consider allowing the Archive to copy these
treasures for posterity.

Fran Haydon

UNIAC
in Birmingham
8th to 15th August 2020
In the Crescent Theatre
Birmingham.
Hosted by the IAC

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
Visit: www.unica2020uk
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TECHIE NEWS
14TH JANUARY 2020
Are you still using Windows 7? Microsoft support ends on the
above date and security updates will cease from then.
You have the opportunity to upgrade using your existing Windows
7 code, and if you want to do so, this is what you should do as soon
as possible:There are two ways to upgrade. The first is to perform a clean
installation, which wipes all data from your hard drive. The second
is to carry out an in-place upgrade. This installs Windows 10 over
the top of Windows 7 but leaves your existing files and programs
intact.
To get Windows 10 go to www.snipca.com/32883 and click
‘Download tool now’ Open the file, accept the licence agreement,
make sure the ‘Upgrade this PC now’ option is selected, then
click Next. The Windows 10 Installation file will now download. –
this can take up to an hour, but you can continue using your PC if
you want to. When you see the ‘notices and licence terms’
screen, click Accept.
At this point the installer will run some checks on your current
hardware and software.
It’s possible the installer will find
something, such as a minimum requirement that your PC doesn’t
meet, that prevents the upgrade from proceeding. If this happens,
the installer will refuse to run.
Alternatively, you may see a ‘This devise isn’t compatible with
Windows 10’ warning, which usually means there’s a problem with
a driver. You can click continue to resume the upgrade, but if the
problem relates to a core part of your computer (e.g. graphics) it’s a
good idea to try and fix the problem by installing updated drivers
otherwise you might complete the upgrade and find your display
doesn’t work.
You may also see a message saying that one or more of your
programs aren’t compatible with Windows 10!
Once you’ve ironed out any hardware problems, you should see a
‘Ready to Install screen’.
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Double check that ‘Keep personal files and apps’ is ticked
here!! (Click ‘Change what to keep’ if not), then click Install.
Installing usually takes around an hour and your PC may restart
several times. After the process is complete, you’ll need to work
through a few setup screens to personalise your Windows 10
installation.
If you have problems with any programme that previously worked
in Windows 7, right click on the Programme’s icon, go to
Properties, and then Compatibility.
Tick the box under
Compatibility mode, and choose Windows 7 from the
drop-down menu and that should resolve the problem.
ACTIVATING YOUR WINDOWS 10 UPGRADE
Once Windows 10 is running click the Start menu, Settings,
‘Update & Security’, then Activation. You should see a
‘Windows reported that no product key was found on your
device’ message. Under ‘Activate Windows Now’ enter your
25 character Windows 7 Product key, then click Next. The
activation process should complete successfully.
You can test this by opening the File Explorer, right clicking This
PC and selecting Properties. At the bottom of the System window under ‘Windows Activation’ heading, it should say ‘Windows
is Activated’
SECURITY ON LINE

Everyone knows it’s important to follow proper password
etiquette and use unique and difficult-to-guess-logins on every
site you visit on the web.
Have you checked if your password or email address has been
leaked or stolen through no fault of your own?
You can check these by going to haveibeenpwned.com. It will
tell you if your email address has been exposed in a breach and
when that breach occurred. It also notifies you when your email
account is
compromised by future breaches.

5

FAST STONE PHOTO RESIZER
If you need to reduce the size of some photos for sharing via email
or uploading to the web, FastStone Photo Resizer is the perfect tool
for the job. This free programme can batch-resize multiple images at
once and lets you specify new width and/or height, or pick a
standard size. You can choose to resize your photos in pixels,
percentage or print size and there are also smart-cropping and smart
-filling options. As well as resizing photos, FastStone can also
convert them, rename them and apply various effects and it supports
all the main image formats.
Download free from www.faststone.org Works with windows 7/8/10
CCLEANER
Microsoft is threatening to stop allowing CCleaner access to its files,
so it may stop working sometime soon…… An alternative
programme is:
BleachBit 3
BleachBit is an excellent open source system cleaner that removes
junk files from your Pc, thus freeing up space and protects your
privacy by securely shredding personal files so they can’t be
recovered., It is very easy to use – all you have to do is select the
areas you want to target, click the Preview button to see the
results, and then click Clean to remove the selected items.
This release gives the interface a major makeover – including an
optional dark mode – and provides improved performance, more
thorough cleaning and greater reliability.
Download free from www.bleachbit.org Works with windows 7/8/10
WINDOWS 10 UPDATE 1909 (November 2019)
It has been reported that there are some bugs in the software and on
some but not all machines File Explorer is not behaving as it
should. Leave downloading for a month or so to see if the bugs
have been ironed out by Microsoft.
Derek Mathieson
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Saturday 21st March 2020

The Northern Audio Visual Group
at St John’s Church Hall, Snods Edge, Shotley Bridge DH8 9TJ
present
guest speaker

Sheila Graber, Animator
Visiting Professor to the University of Sheffield
speaking about

Animation in AV
The day will also include Attendees Sequences

Further details of the day, including Booking Forms,
from our website
www.thenorthernavgroup.co.uk
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NECA ANNUAL COMPETITION
The Public Show of the NECA Annual Competition was held
on Tuesday 20th November at Newcastle ACA.
It was judged by Simon Rushton and was won by Michael
Gough’s “Stopover” with Trevor Ermel’s “The Pudding Run” as
runner up.
There were about a dozen in the audience, mainly from
Newcastle and Tynemouth clubs who had an enjoyable
evening.
The photo shows Michael Gough and Trevor Ermel receiving
their certificates
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Programme of entries shown at the public show

Do you or your Club have any news or
comments that you would like to share with
the other IAC Members? Why not use
Nor’Easter

The Editor always welcomes
contributions to this magazine
Please submit articles via email in Word if possible. With
photos as separate jpg files rather than in the word
document.
Email: ivorrose@fastmail.co.uk
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>>> TIMELINE <<<

The Video ramblings of Michael and Linda Gough
FADE INTO LINDA
In October NERIAC organized the IAC AGM. It had been reduced
from a long weekend to a one day event. Those of us who have
enjoyed previous IAC weekends organised by different Regions
are sad that the weekends had to go. It was inevitable as the
numbers attending dropped every year. NERIAC were preparing to
organise a full weekend but realised that it was becoming
financially not viable. In the end we organised what we thought
was an acceptable alternative. A day of competitions and a
speaker. The AGM was a very small but essential part of the day.
What was encouraging was the number of people from our Region
who enjoyed the day. We also had a number of people who
travelled a considerable distance and enjoyed a social get together
both Friday evening and Saturday Evenings. Hopefully we have
set the target for other Regions.
Michael was particularly pleased. His video about Prague was
chosen to represent NERIAC and won the Mermaid Trophy.

The photo shows Michael, IAC
Chairman John Howden and
NERIAC Chairman Fran Haydon.

CUT TO MICHAEL
Our biggest trip this year was to UNICA 2019 held in Zeist, The
Netherlands. UNICA is the International Non-commercial Video
Festival. Each year it moves to a different country. In the past we
have visited South Korea, Tunisia, Germany, Luxembourg,
10

Poland and the Czech Republic. We have made some wonderful
friends around the world. Next year UNICA is coming here! We
are now up to our necks planning a week of films, workshops and
trips in and around Birmingham. It is hoped that some UK
members who have never attended UNICA before will take the
opportunity now that it is on our doorstep. The dates are from Sat
8th. August till Sat 15th. Attendance at the film shows are free and
details of the tickets for trips and galas etc. will be on the IAC
website https://www.theiac.org.uk

FADE TO LINDA THROUGH THE SCOTTISH MIST
Mike and I travelled North to attend the 70th. Anniversary of SAM
(Scottish Amateur Moviemakers) in Stirling. It was a very friendly
occasion. There was a sad but beautiful beginning to the
afternoon. Only a few weeks earlier Dorothy Speirs died. She and
Norman Speirs were stalwarts of the IAC and SAM. Norman
couldn’t attend the Anniversary but was there on film. He gave a
beautiful history of SAM. This was followed by a wonderful film of
Dorothy and Norman being interviewed by Jean and Ken
McRonald. They had been asked separately how they met and a
loving description followed. It was just right to the start of the film
show with respect for the Speirs and recognising their sense of
humour. This was followed by a lovely compilation film show of
SAM members’ films. It was a one day event but inevitably, as
some people had to travel quite a distance, some stopped over
Friday and Saturday nights. We were able to meet old friends and
make new ones. I think this is really what we are losing when we
are not getting new people into clubs or supporting Regional and
National events.

FADE TO BLACK
The photo shows Linda
presenting a 70th.Anniversary
Certificate to Daphne Barbieri,
Chairman of SAM.
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NERIAC Annual Competition 2020 Rules
The Competition is open to residents and club members in Northumberland, Tyne &
Wear, County Durham, Cleveland, Yorkshire, Humberside and the former IAC North
West Region for videos made without professional assistance and not made for
financial gain. All entries must have been completed in the last two years.
The winner will be awarded the REGIONAL SHIELD and receive a cheque for £50
There is also an award for the best entry by a novice. A Novice must not have won
any previous award other than a club award.
All entries must have been completed in the last two years.
All winners to be shown at the festival. If an entry is longer than 20 min it may be
necessary to show highlights only in the winners show of the festival.
Entrance Fee IAC Members and Clubs per video £4
Non IAC Members £6 Cheques payable to NERIAC
More than one video may be entered, subject to the rules.
If the entered disc does not have return postage, it must be collected at the show.
Entry forms may be copied from Nor’easter, or downloaded from the website:
www.neriac.co.uk
Acknowledgement of receipt will be sent by email or stamped envelope (if included).
Copyright audio and visual clearance must be made by the entrant.
IAC Music Licence Number must be quoted if commercial recordings are used.
Captions showing a win in other competitions must be removed:
Screen Time: Each entry must be no longer than 30 minutes.
If High Definition Discs are submitted, they must be accompanied by a standard
definition disc, for judging purposes.
One Entry per Disc with a five second black leader before any title and music and
any menu must be removed.
Clearly state on the box and entry form the format of the movie.
All trophies entered in the previous year must be cleaned and returned to the
secretary by 27th January 2020. Winning trophies must be collected at the event
and will not be sent by mail. Any certificate awarded, but not collected at the event
will be sent by mail.
All Entries to be sent by Monday 27th January 2020 to:
Derek Mathieson FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent
Darlington DL3 9PB
Tel: 01325 356140
Email: dereksc07@gmail.com
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NERIAC
Spring festival
4th April 2020 at 2PM
At Cookridge Village Hall
Moseley Wood Lane, Cookridge,
Leeds LS16 7ER
For catering reasons you must pre-book
Tickets : £12 per head
includes refreshments & Afternoon Tea
Number of Tickets: _____ @ £12Total £______
Name: ___________________
Address: ______________________
_______________________________
Tel No:______________
Email: ______________________
Send your booking form to:
Derek Mathieson
22 Pierremont Crescent
Darlington DL3 9PB
Te: 01325 356140
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IAC North East Region
Video Competition Entry Form 2020
Title:
_______________________________________________________________
Run Time: _____________

DVD Standard

Blu-ray

4 x 3 or 16 x 9 ____________
(See rules)

AVCHD

IAC Music Licence No________________

Novice Entry
A novice is defined as one who has not won any award
or certificate other than a club award.
Only one Production per Disc with five seconds of black leader before the Title
and any Menu removed.
Entries not collected at the festival cannot be returned unless sufficient return
postage is included.
Name/s as it is to appear on any certificate/Trophy:

_________________________________________________________________
Address:
_________________________________________________________________

________________________________ Post Code: _____________________

Phone: ______________________ Email: ______________________________
I agree to the rules of the Competition and give my permission for my entry to be
included in any show reel or public show of the competition.
I enclose a fee of £4 for IAC Members or £6 Non Members per entry.
Signed: ______________________________
All Entries to be sent by Monday 27th January 2020 to: Derek Mathieson FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB
Tel: 01325 356140 Email: dereksc07@gmail.com
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Stills with Movement
October 2019 meeting of The Northern Audio-Visual Group
The Autumn meeting of the Northern Audio-Visual Group at
Snods Edge hosts our AGM, with only two meeting a year,
this takes a tiny portion of the time. We began the meeting
proper at ten o’clock with an informative and entertaining talk
by Howard Wilson CPAGB/AV on how he attained his PAGB
distinction.
This was followed by the first sections of member’s AVs.
Judith Kimber LIPF DPAGB had agreed to assess our
sequences so, following each screening, we listened to and
learned from Judith’s comments. Ten entries by members
made for two very enjoyable sessions.
Our keynote speaker was Derek Mathieson FACI a very
experience video producer and member of the Darlington
Video Group who enlightened the audience on the various
formats and files of video. Derek gave a brief insight into
video editing before screening several of his very
accomplished videos. Not only did we benefit from his advice
and techniques, but his storylines and ideas were also
helpful.

The full-day session culminated with the screening of an
award-winning programme by Brenda Stone called Mrs
Heelis A very accomplished AV with a twist in the tail.
Our next meeting is Saturday 21st March 2020 when Sheila
Graber will be talking to us about producing animation for AV
programmes. Check out our website
www.thenorthernavgroup.co.uk
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NERIAC Contacts
Chairman:
Fran Haydon: email: fmhaydon57@blueyonder.co.uk
Secretary:
Derek Mathieson FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB

Tel: 01325 356140 email: dereksc07@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Ray Henderson FACI
25 The Crescent, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7ST
Tel: 0191 270 1065 email: ray@coopuk.com
Council Members:
Audrey Cutts
Linda Gough FACI
Michael Gough FACI(M)
George Theaker FACI
Nor’Easter Editor:
Ivor Rose FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB

Tel: 01325 356140 email: ivorrose@fastmail.co.uk

All the NERIAC Council would like to wish you
A Very Happy New Year.
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