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Chairman’s Chat by Sylvia Spencer
Hello Everybody,
I was just about to put my cozzy in the suitcase
when the phone call came, have you done the chat
for Nor Easter our new editor Stephen asked?
Oh dear, the answer being no packing for the holiday stopped and my thoughts had to be collected
for my piece. It must be a worrying job prompting
people for articles and I wasn't being much help.
I'm pleased to report that although we had a mix
up with the dates for our spring festival everything
went well, yes we would have liked more members not only for our speaker Brian Sabberton FACI from Scotland but for our
AGM
Brian gave us an excellent programme called Reflections,his films covered
ships, steam trains,film collecting, holidays around the UK and a very funny
fiction film called A Good Yarn starring his characters George & Doris, after
which he had a lively Q & A session.
The AGM part of the afternoon went by very quickly. Linda and Michael
Gough were re elected and Stephen Green joined the council.
Two items were brought up -one was new blood on the council we are always
asking can you get involved? the second was had anyone got any ideas for
speakers/entertainment for our spring and autumn festival? There wasn't much
response from the floor but I hope that members went home to think about it.
Feed back about our events would be welcome the council is here to serve you
and bring clubs and members of the IAC together.
I'm sorry to here that Selby Moviemakers have closed and the Harrogate Movie
makers are struggling due to lack of membership. If there are any film makers
or wannabe film makers out there look up Your local clubs.
Finally if you want to promote any event or write an article for the Nor Easter
don't be like me and wait to be prompted get in touch with the Editor. Don't
forget to let him know if your club details have changed.
I look forward to seeing you all at Scarborough 4/5 October it will be a great
weekend if You are there.
Sylvia
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Introduction from the Editor
Hello and huge warm welcome from
your new editor Stephen.
I would like to thank Peter Dobing for
his support on the hand over of the
Nor’Easter.
Peter has had many years at the helm of
this great publication. You are going to
be a really difficult act to follow Peter!
but I hope to keep this going as long as
there people willing to contribute articles.
So really it’s up to you folks to make
sure that this publication stays alive and
goes forward to inform all those budding film makers out there of all of the
interesting stuff that is going on!

On location making films !

No matter how insignificant it may seem, I am sure your articles
will be of interest to some member in the region.
In these days of e-communications it is still good to pick up a hard
copy of the Nor’Easter to read in the hand!
It’s not always possible to switch on the latest e-gadget, but if
enough demand is generated it can be made available in electronic
format.

With your help long may the Nor’Easter flourish!
Stephen
Page 3

Bob Lorrimer Writes...
Recently I decided to sell my brilliant CANON 7d DSLR.
I have some small experience with Ebay and as it is a very
large Market Place, I thought I would give it a go.....in truth
there are not many other avenues left with which to sell a camera as the traditional Camera shops are all but gone. I expect there are still a few in London but
none that I know of in my Leeds Area.
My experience with Ebay has mainly been with the purchase of items of a value up to £500 and I have also
‘SOLD’ a couple of old lenses and some odds and ends. I
am therefore familiar and more or less comfortable with
the process.
Once one is set up on Ebay and once you have opened a
PAY PAL account it is all remarkably easy.
I placed the Canon 7d as an AUCTION ONLY listing together with its stock
lens, batteries, XF cards and a Z finder (The total New Cost of the items including the VAT had been about £2800). The Camera is nearly five years old and
you will appreciate that it’s original purchase price is now irrelevant.
My Opening reserved price was a nail biting £50 with ten days to run before
the hammer comes down. Canon 7d
bodies have currently been trading at
about £550 and with their Lenses and
some additional ‘kit’ at between £700
and £850. It’s a fact that putting one’s
Camera on EBAY with a fixed starting
or reserved price of say £700 does
not attract the bidders....if any! It
seems that you have to bite the bullet
and watch your item crawl up to an
acceptable price and more often than not it will attain a greater value than the
“fixed Reserve” items. It appears that it is human nature to not only want a bargain...but there is also a determination NOT to let the other Guy have one!
I placed 12 really good still photographs of my Camera on the site together with
an honest description. Photographs really do tell the experienced buyer of techPage 4
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Bob Lorrimer
nical equipment all they need to know. My camera showed no sign of wear
or abrasion...anywhere. Some of the other 7ds on Ebay looked as if they had
been run over by a tractor and yet they still attracted purchasers.
It is no longer ‘Buyer Beware’.....if your goods are faulty or not up to the
mark the ‘purchaser’ has the right to return the goods and PAY PAL will refund the cash that he has paid....and it is no good transferring the money immediately from your PAY PAL account either because PAY PAL are linked
in to your Credit Card and they simply withdraw funds from that. The whole
Ebay edifice is built on an element of trust. I have NOT experienced any
difficulties in the past but the Canon was a higher priced item....and things
were about to go wrong for me....
With the bidding close to £600 the price moved rapidly during the last minute...a frenzy of enthusiastic bids is common place....indeed the ‘canny’ bidder will only have ‘watched’ until the last 15 seconds. Anyone who bids on
Ebay during the early part of
a ten day auction is simply
pushing the final price up for
the benefit of the vendor....my advice to a purchaser is:
If you REALLY want the
product FIX in your mind the
absolute MAXIMUM which,
in this case a Canon 7d Camera, is worth to YOU.
eg: The Camera is worth to YOU a maximum of £955 - no more.
The bidding is at £700 and moving up.....
In the last 15 seconds of the auction PLACE your BID for £955
In the last 9 seconds commit to the purchase by clicking the CONFIRM
BID NOW button. (Close your eyes and hold your breath while all hell
breaks loose on your screen). It’s also quite a good idea to have a defibrillator machine close at hand with the paddles ‘charged’ as your heart rate will
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Bob Lorrimer
I knew it was suspicious immediately.....the purchaser had NO or ZERO
‘feedback’ which is an indication of both track-record and experience within
Ebay; NO address in the United States and furthermore he wanted me to send
the camera to a third party in GREECE. (Apparently a common ploy).
He had only joined Ebay three days before he bid for my camera.
He then PAID by sending an apparently legitimate EBAY email which confirmed Payment to my Pay Pal account. However, my Apple Imac desktop
computer which has NO outside virus protection other than that which comes
with it had correctly identified the email as SPAM. This method of ‘apparent
email confirmation’ was not in my normal experience of buying and selling
with EBAY. A quick check of my PAY PAL account revealed no transaction
had taken place.
The fraudster sent a couple more requests for me to post the article together
with spurious payment confirmations.
I phoned EBAY two days later and 24 hours after that it was confirmed by
EBAY that the Fraudster had not only no Address but he was not even registered with Ebay. So I was NOT to send my product and I was NOT to make
any further contact. (How he was able to even bid is a mystery to me.)
I paid No Charges and the Fraudulent trader who ever and indeed where ever
he is has moved on to another pitch. It was not only a complete waste of my
time and effort but it was also my first bad experience. My Canon 7d is still
in it’s BOX!
I immediately changed my Ebay and my Pay Pal ‘passwords’ to something so
impregnable that neither an Enigma Machine nor I can remember them!
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Derek Mathieson Writes...
THE ALL NEW MAC PRO ?
IT LOOKS LIKE A DUSTBIN....

IT PERFORMS LIKE A JET ENGINE!
For quite a few years, the Mac Pro was the main computing power
used in the Media Industry both for movies and publishing, and could
be configured to the requirements of users. However the EEC in their
wisdom banned it because of its internal fan layout and it was removed from the market in Europe, on health and safety
grounds,
though not elsewhere.
I recently attended the BVE
exhibition at Excel in London’s docklands, at which Soho Editors had a theatre, presenting the latest Mac Pro and
Final Cut X version 10.1.This
new machine is assembled in
the USA, whereas previously all
Apple kit was produced in China
by Foxcon.

Could easily pass for a dustbin!

The new Mac Pro could easily pass for a dustbin. It is quite small in
size, measuring only 25.1 cm in height, 16.7 cm diameter, and
weighs 5kg. It can have up to 64GB of ram, and comes with 4 USB3
ports, 6 Thunderbolt 2 ports for connecting equipment (eg dvd burner), and dual gigabyte Ethernet connection, BUT you need to purchase a separate screen.
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THE ALL NEW MAC PRO
The machine comes in various configurations, and prospective
buyerscan chose how much they want to spend.
The demonstration showed 11
streams of multi cam 4k digital
video being processed by the machine at one time, and although it
dropped the odd frame it was a
mighty impressive piece of kit.
The new Final Cut Pro X version
10.1 is much improved on version 10, but it still seems to be a
very steep learning curve for users. Anyone familiar with Apple’s Imovie has a big advantage,
as FCP is similar in many ways to
this.
At the moment there is not a great
State of the Art Design
deal of software which will run on
the machine, but given 12 months
or so this is bound to change. All in all an impressive piece of
kit....but at a price.
The basic model starts at £2499.
Derek Mathieson
18.03.2014
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Letters...
DOUG COLLENDER writes...

I can't let Peter Dobing stand down from editing Nor'
Easter without some words of gratitude.
Peter has performed stirling work in the interests of the 'amateur movie' fraternity over the years and goes back, as many of us do, to the Standard 8mm
days, when to just achieve a correctly exposed and sharply focussed image
was something to be applauded!. In fact judges of the day awarded points
for just such achievements!.
These days things are somewhat different - in the 'good old days' you had to
be extremely devious to shoot a 'lip sync' sequence on amateur film, now
with video, it's very difficult not to!. I was talking a few days ago about the
developments that have taken place in our hobby over the past twenty odd
years - it is quite amazing to think that, for instance, the editing control that
we, as amateurs, have over our end product would have been the dream of
professionals then!.
Peter has always 'carried the torch in print' for us all, and carried it in spite of
a distinct lack of input from the rest of us - I hold up my hand as being as
guilty as everyone else in that respect!
Peter, I will miss your sense of humour, but do enjoy your 'retirement' - it is
well earned - and we can all show our gratitude by supporting the new Editor
with HIS new venture.

DudleyWilcock writes… May I through you, send my sincere thanks
to Peter Dobing. He has written a list of folks who have contributed to
the "Nor'Easter" over the last 30 years. My joy at seeing this is unlimited, that I should share the same page as the great Ray Harryhausen,
well it took me by surprise.
Thanks to Peter.

Page 9

NERIAC Spring Festival
It was third time lucky for the Region’s
Spring Festival this year. The original
date had to be cancelled because of the
terrible weather; a new date was fixed,
only to be told at the last minute that the
venue had been double booked! Undeterred, a third date was fixed and everything went smoothly.
It was well worth the wait for the guest
speaker, Brian Saberton FACI, from
Scotland (but a true Yorkshireman at
heart). Brian presented a fine programme of his films on a variety of subjects ranging from gentle comedy to an
absorbing documentary about the
Q.E.II’s final return to the place of her
birth: Clydeside.
Brian intrigued his audience with stories about how the films were
made, and the difficulties met and overcome. All-together, a most interesting and entertaining programme that held the audience throughout.
As usual, there followed a truly scrumptious buffet, with more than
enough for everyone, and doggy bags were the order of the day.
The second half was given over to a varied programme of films from
the SERIAC’s main competition. This ranged from funny one minuters
to a very ambitious fiction story by Ron Prosser (a previous speaker in
our Region) called “Second Chance”.
Neriac’s Chairman, Sylvia Spencer, brought a most successful day to a
close by thanking everyone involved and reminding us that the Scarborough festival will soon be with us (4th & 5th October) and entries for
the Regional Competition and the Chairman’s challenge (on the theme
of “Time”) are required to help make the event successful.
Brian Dunckley
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BOLEX MAKES A COMEBACK
I’m sure we can all
recall the days of
8mm when Bolex
was the Rolls Royce
of movie cameras,
much sought after by
the amateurs.
Today, in the age of
digital video, filmmakers wanting to
take a step up from
consumer-grade camcorders are looking at some pretty expensive gear.
LA-based entrepreneurs Joe Rubinstein and Elle Schneider are trying to
change that, with the introduction of their Digital Bolex D16 Cinema
Camera.
The result of a successful Kickstarter campaign, the D16 is being developed in partnership with Bolex International. It has the appealing retro
looks of a classic 16mm movie camera, but records HD video at a resolution of either 2048 x 1152 (2K) or 1080p, via a Super 16mm-sized
sensor with 12 stops of dynamic range. Its frame rate is
adjustable up to 32fps, and it
records in 12-bit CinemaDNG
raw format – this means that
the video isn't compressed, as
it with other formats.
The camera has two 24-bit
96-kHz audio channels, each
of which is served by its own
XLR mic input. Footage is
recorded on a built-in Enterprise Class solid state drive, although the
D16 also has two CF card slots.
Power is provided by an integrated rechargeable battery that offers
about four hours of run time per charge.
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The Club Scene
What’s going on in your Club ?
Tell the rest of the region what you are planning, what
you are currently showing and what you want to communicate to fellow film makers both old and new.
If you have a completed syllabus for the coming year
please send it for inclusion in the next Nor’Easter (see
details on the back cover)

HALIFAX Cine Club has a new Secretary.
Ernest Jennings stepped down from the post due to ill
health but went out with glory having been made a
Honoury Life Member . Ernest has served his club well
and supported it in many of the official roles need to
make it all work!
We wish the new secretary Geoffrey Green good wishes in the new role. He can be contacted at 50 Warley
Road, Kings Cross, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX1 3SU

Page 12

NOR’EASTER

'THE VALUE OF TEAM WORK'
Early last year 'Newcastle ACA' formed a 'film makers group' in order to assist
or support existing memberswith film projects that couldn't be easily produced on
their own. The 'FMG', as it is known, proved it's worth in September 2013 when
it was agreed with Newcastle City Council to produce a video coverage of the
annual 'HERITAGE OPEN DAYS' event (the HOD's) here in the North East.
The HOD's is a National event run by the various councils throughout the country offering free access to venues not normally open to the public.
Here in the North East there was a terrific selection of places on offer as diverse
as a large engineering works in Sunderland, the control room of Newcastle's
Swing Bridge, the secrets of the Lord Mayors parlour in Gateshead Council's
Offices, the new Tyne Tunnel (TT2), the Iron House in Cullercoates, The Real
Tennis Club in Jesmond, - the list goes on and on, in fact there were well over
200 venues and events available throughout the Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday - and all absolutely free!. If you have the stamina it's a great way to
spend your time!. As far as our FMG was concerned it was obviously not possible to cover them all, so a filtering process had to be initiated.
There is, of course, a beautifully prepared brochure compiled by Fiona Cullen,
the HOD's specialist for Newcastle Council, it is very comprehensive and gives
all the information required on each and every venue, so this was a perfect starting point for our plan. The logistics proved to be not so quite straight forward,
as you might imagine!.
We thought that, with luck and good weather, we could cover 33 events. We
could 'rustle up' eight cameramen but not everyone was available all the time.
Some, would you believe, had to go to work (a few of you may still remember
that four letter word!). Then some had family commitments so were only available, say, between 10.30am and twenty to two, but not on the Friday - and the
Sunday might be a problem as one of the grandchildren has to be collected from
'football', but that wouldn't be a problem if it rained - 'football' would be off!.
The 'availability sheet' was starting to look like a barmaids apron on a Friday
night!. You get the picture!!.
We did, however, eventually get an agreed schedule which (on paper!) seemed to
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'THE VALUE OF TEAM WORK'
work, so cocooned in a mantle of confidence we all looked forward to an eventful four days. Little did we know, we were more like turkey's promoting
Christmas!.
As a final hurdle it was mentioned that there would be an official 'launch' of the
HOD's on the previous evening in the 'Gateshead
Heritage Centre' - the Lord Mayors of Newcastle, Gateshead and Sunderland
were to be present plus the officials tied in with the events themselves, quite a
prestigious do! - so that meant long speeches and sticky buns all round!.
Could we cover that? - no problem!.
But, there were other problems, the most awkward were the published 'timings'
of each tour throughout each day. The tours on most events in most venues
were consecutive, as one ended so another began, that was fine until you realised that most of them over ran!.
So, on many occasions, you had to decide whether to cut short your coverage
on the current venue and move on to the next one, or stay for the end of the
tour you were shooting and miss the start of the next! - and bear in mind to get
to your next tour you invariably had to use your car, drive to the next venue
(and find somewhere to park!) before you could even start!.
We did establish an accepted 'routine' upon arrival at each venue, first find the
person in charge (you usually had a name), introduce yourself, get a rough idea
of what the tour consisted of, collect any 'literature' that was on offer and request that the tour guide announce the fact that video camera's were present and
if anyone on the tour objected to being filmed to 'speak now'!. That seemed to
work quite well in most cases, but there's always one isn't there! (and it was
me!) - Marjorie and I arrived at Trinity House, just off the quayside, to film our
next tour. We were a little late arriving and sadly omitted to ask the tour guide
to make the 'video camera' announcement - we filmed the whole tour, no problems, it went very well. As we were leaving, rushing to get to Bessie Surtees'
House for the next job, we were 'hailed' by a guy who had been on the tour.
He wanted to know how we were able to film during the tour whenhe had been
refused permission at the outset, he was quite annoyed by it all!. We explained
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'THE VALUE OF TEAM WORK'
our involvement with the Council and seemed to placate him. When we arrived
home that evening I received an e-mail from Fiona Cullen saying that she had
received an e-mail from the 'Captain in charge' at Trinity House asking us not to
use any of the footage as this person we had spoken to was making an official
objection to being filmed without permission!. (as I said earlier, there's always
one!)
To cut a very long story short it was eventually agreed by the Captain that we
could use the material on the condition this guy was 'edited out', which I did. A
word to the wise, be very careful where you point a camera these days, and who
you point it at!.
It was a hectic four days for us all but, I feel, very enjoyable, most folk were cooperative and in good humour which helps tremendously.
I took on the task of editing it all, which, at the end of the day worked out well.
The main decision to be made was running times, so we decided on two versions,
one running just under 20 minutes for our club use in competitions, and a longer
version for the Council.
I shot an 'epilogue' spoken by Fiona, who thanked Newcastle ACA for their efforts then promoted the next years events, this was added to the end of each version. The Council version at 37 minutes is obviously more detailed than the
shorter one, but both have their virtues.
I decided to edit the longer version first which, in hindsight I regretted, as you are
then faced with 're-editing' your own 'cuts' - if I had to do it all again I would do
it the other way around!.
To sum up I would say it was a total success of which everyone involved can be
truly proud, it is quite some time ago since the ACA has been involved in such a
complex venture and it was certainly another 'feather' in our caps!
We certainly proved the value of being part of group - it just couldn't be done
otherwise.
……..Doug Collender
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Obituary
Mercury must sadly announce that Jim Hird,a member for many years passed away recently. Jim was a
valuable member of Mercury often chairing meetings
and always urging the club to make films. Jim himself left a substantial portfolio of films and also directed or edited club films when the need arose. He
could turn his hand to script writing and incorporated
his lively sense of humour. As a tribute to Jim we
recently held an evening of films taken by him, often
helped by his equally enthusiastic wife Joyce, she
however pre deceased Jim. As a team they will be
sadly missed.
Dudley Wilcock (Publicity Officer Mercury Movie Makers West Yorkshire)

If you would like an article published in the Nor’Easter
please send it to
Stephen_Green@blueyonder.co.uk
Stephen Green
52 Martello Gardens
Cochrane Park
Newcastle
NE7 7LE
Or Tele 0191 2093342
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