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Chairman’s Chat
As far as I am concerned Spring is the
best time of the year. The blossoms,
this Spring, seem to have been better
than usual. As I write, the hawthorn
leaves are getting bigger day by day
and the
blackthorn is in bloom.
Snowdrops, crocus and daffodils are
brightening the scene daily and with a
few dry and even sunny days nature is
awakening after winter. It is the time to
begin making plans for projects to be accomplished during the
warmer days. Hopefully this will include some film making. All
our clubs depend upon enthusiasts making films to share with
each other.
I was surprised this year when I was asked if I would like to
join the judging team for
BIAFF,
NERIAC not being
represented. This proved to be most interesting. I saw fifty
films over the weekend covering a variety of subjects, some
fiction, documentaries and animations. As a primary school
teacher I particularly enjoyed seeing the children’s attempts at
animation and listening to the commentaries. As usual with
children and their obvious enthusiasm for their story, they do
not seem able to deliver their commentary slowly, so typical of
many children I’ve taught. The art work was produced to
match the story and I congratulate them, I’m not sure I could
have done it as well myself.
On arriving home from the “Judging Weekend” I was shell
shocked and had to wait a day or two before I could face the
other part of the task – the writing of reports including
comments from all the judges involved in that viewing. I have
judged club competitions and inter-club competitions before,
but this was a completely different ball-game. The NERIAC
Council who suggested that I undertook it added afterwards,
“Did we tell you it’s hard work!”
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As Chairman, I find the members of council are very
supportive but they can really drop you in it! Should anyone
out there feel that they have a calling to do BIAFF judging,
please have a word with me. Next time it could be YOU.
Last year NERIAC hosted BIAFF at Harrogate. I was involved
and amazed at all the work which was undertaken by council
members in organising that event. There is a tremendous
amount of work also done by the competition manager,
David Newman in organising this judging event. I’ve also
been involved in looking at possible venues for future events
where so many things have to be considered. All of this work
is voluntary and goes on quietly in the background for which
we must all be very grateful.
Recently the Sheffield Club has been looking through its
archives. This has been an interesting and rewarding
experience. So often a winning film gets seen in various
competitions and the runner-up disappears, rarely to be seen
again. This is a pity. We all accept that a judge’s decision has
a subjective element. I was talking to a member from another
club this week who said that they have a “Club Competition”
for winners and runners-up, but also a “Best of the Rest”
competition. I thought this was a super idea. I know that when
I started making films the chances of winning a competition
were very slim, but the judge’s comments helped me develop
my own film-making. For the newer and less confident
members a “Best of the Rest” gives another chance to feel
success.

So in the hazy, lazy days of summer which are expected to
arrive soon I hope you all have a good time shooting the next
amazing film which we will see in many competitions.
Fran Haydon
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>>> TIMELINE <<<
The video ramblings of Michael and Linda Gough
PREVIOUSLY ……
Linda and Michael have been asked to share mixed snippets of
their video involvement and interests.
FADE IN TO MICHAEL
I was recently surprised by someone proposing setting up a
Facebook about local video making who wondered if it would
clash with the IAC. Why should it? I am a long time member
and supporter of the IAC but it exists to support amateur movie
makers not to dictate to them how they should operate.
Anybody from individual workers to Clubs can join the IAC.
Some individual movie makers are IAC members without even
being members of a local club. Nobody decrees how we should
operate. Anything that helps us make better videos is beneficial
no matter how we access that help. Anything that raises the
profile of amateur movie making at any level helps us all,
whether it is a personal show to neighbours or a public show
such as Huddersfield Club regularly present.
CUT TO LINDA
Some of you will remember about 12 years ago the IAC
transferred all of the Films (I really mean REAL films) which
were in the IAC Archive to the East Anglian Film Archive
(EAFA). There these precious films could be housed in the
special atmospherically controlled storage that films need to
stop them from deteriorating.
Recently EAFA together with the University of East Anglia were
involved in a funded project which focuses on Eastman Colour.
The project was to involve a conference and screening at the
BFI on Southbank at the end of March. One of the films they
were keen to involve was the ‘Magic Sea’ by Ron Chapman of
South Shields.
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Again you old timers might remember the film which won top
awards at the time of its making. It showed Marsden Grotto and
the sea around it changing colour by the use of filters, none of
this changing in the computer. It was very innovative at the time.
Hopefully it will be added to the UEA project website and once
digitised by EAFA it and other films involved in this initiative will
be added to eafa.org.uk website. They will also be used in
future public screenings. Check it out.
CUT TO MICHAEL
Talking of raising the public awareness of the hobby, my own
Club, Newcastle ACA is celebrating its 90th. Anniversary. We
are the oldest amateur movie making club in Britain (possibly
the World) but age alone is not enough to protect us from the
decline that many Clubs are experiencing. We have recently
transferred all our film archive, going back to 1927, to the North
East Film Archive (NEFA) in Middlesbrough. Luckily this
coincided with the local BBC TV programme “Inside Out”
deciding to broadcast a feature about NEFA. Our Club were
approached to see if our landmark anniversary could be part of
that programme. Although we anticipated that the history of
local movie photography would predominate we hoped to take
the opportunity of promoting the present state and future of our
Club and hobby.
Various club members were involved on different occasions.
Chris Jackson the BBC Producer/Presenter filmed a group
production on Newcastle quayside and visited an ACA club
night to interview some individual members. The most
deliberately staged interviews of myself and our Club Chairman
Rod Leyland took place in a local cinema. It was a fascinating
experience and I was very impressed with how Chris managed
to edit anything coherent out of our rambling conversations. The
programme has been broadcast but sadly is no longer available
on BBC iPlayer.
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CUT TO LINDA

Once again Mike and I took a trip to North Wales to the IAC
Peter Coles Audio-Visual competition. Over 80 A/V
sequences were shown over two days. All of those who
travelled to Capel Curig Community Centre were treated to a
feast of A/Vs all much appreciated by the audience.
Although all of the winning sequences came high up in my
personal choice they missed out one which impressed me
very much. It was Ian Bateman’s ‘The Fallen’ It was a
sequence which flowed seamlessly from the ceramic poppies
pouring down the wall of Winsor Castle, to commemorate the
deaths in the First World War, to full sized, hand stitched
shrouds, which were another commemoration of deaths this
time of men lost in the first day of the Battle of the Somme. It
was a very moving sequence.
I agreed with the winning A/V sequence which was “Kelpies”
by Howard Bagshaw. It told the story of mythical Scottish
creatures, sometimes taking human form and others taking
the form of horses. The latter lead to the beautiful statues of
horses’ heads named ‘Kelpies’ near Falkirk in Scotland. We
saw this early on the first day but it stayed with me till the end.
There was a terrific amount of movement in this A/V
sequence. A small amount of video was so well intermingled
with movement across the screen and the added visuals that
it just captured my imagination. Well done to all of the
entrants. We are already booked for next year!
FADE TO BLACK
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NERIAC Extraordinary General Meeting
Sunday 4th June
2017 at 2PM
Following the demise of the
N.E.R.I.A.C Autumn Festival in Scarborough, the N.E.R.I.A.C.
Council has been working hard to come up with an alternative
event to replace this. In 2018 B.I.A.F.F. is being hosted by the IAC
at The Cairn Hotel in Harrogate, and therefore there will be no
Spring Festival in 2018. It has also been decided to cease holding
a Spring Festival and replace this with a One Day Autumn Event
each year.
It has therefore been proposed by the Regional Council to move
the Annual General Meeting to the Autumn each year and to
incorporate it with a one day Autumn Event, at which the
N.E.R.I.A.C. Annual Competition will form part of the day. In order
to facilitate this, it is necessary to change the Financial Year End
to 31 March.
This will mean that the current financial year will span a period of
fifteen months from 1 January 2017 to 31 March 2018. An
Extraordinary General Meeting is being called to confirm these
changes as follows:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an EXTRAORDINARY
GENERAL MEETING OF N.E.R.I.A.C. will take place on Sunday
4th June 2017 at 2pm at the Vale of York, Carlton Road,
Carlton Minniot, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, YO7 4LX, to approve the
following:

That the Financial year end of N.E.R.I.A.C. be changed from
31 December to 31 March each year.
And
That the current Financial year be extended from
31 December 2017 to 31 March 2018 covering a period of
15 months.
SIGNED: Derek Mathieson FACI
N.E.R.I.A.C. Regional Secretary
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Adventures in Film
By Trevor Spencer FACI
My interest in the moving image started when I was about
ten years old and acquired a Pathescope Ace hand turned
9.5 projector. This developed from buying short Pathescope
films 30 ft and 60 ft, if I remember rightly, into shooting a
short film about school life with a borrowed Pathe H 9.5
camera, which we projected with a borrowed Pathescope
200 B projector at a parents' evening.
I was always fascinated by the mechanics of the commercial
cinema and when I was given a copy of a book called "The
Complete Projectionist" I learnt all about 35 mm projection,
arc lamps, nitrate film and reel changes every 2,000 ft etc.

I served an apprenticeship with a firm of electrical
contractors whose managing director was a keen 16 mm
film maker and by helping him I was introduced to the very
expensive world of 16 mm. He owned a Bolex H16 camera
and a Bell and Howell model 630 projector - equipment well
outside my pocket at the time, and I really enjoyed giving
shows of feature films with the 630 projector.
On one occasion I was showing the film "Zulu" which came
on four 1,600 ft reels. I thought I would, in order to have a
smooth show, change reels in the dark. Those of you who
are familiar with that particular film will know that it involves
a lot of spears and blood. At the end of the film when we put
the lights on I found my white shirt was covered in blood.
No, not a spear. I had cut my finger on a sharp reel and
somehow managed to spread it around a bit. It amused the
audience anyway.
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I did not acquire any equipment of my own until our children
were born then, like many of my generation, I had the perfect
excuse to buy an 8 mm camera and projector to film them
growing up.
In 1969 I joined Huddersfield Ciné Club and soon became a
member of the Magazine producing team with Jim
Kenworthy, David Whitworth and Derek Lawton. This
Magazine film was produced first using Standard 8 mm, then
Super 8, followed by VHS Video, then digital video tape and
currently memory cards.
The Magazine has formed a major part of our annual public
show and is still being produced by the club but with a
different team of members.
Now, in the era of memory cards and 2K high definition, it
would seem that the equipment manufacturers are doing
their best to kill the hobby by introducing new standards
before there is time to learn the existing ones. I am more
than happy with my Panasonic 2K model 920 camera so will
leave the pixel counters to get on with it. Surely making
interesting films is the name of the game and, unless you
want to project a 50 ft picture, 8K would seem to be pushing
things a bit far.
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TECHIE NEWS
DON’T RUN OUT OF SPACE!
Windows 10 is getting in-place upgrades twice a year – the
Creators Update is coming soon (expected April) – and
these are installed as new operating systems. So, you
need space for the current version of Windows 10, space for
the new version, and space for a backup copy of the old
version, which is preserved so you can roll back the upgrade
if something goes wrong. August 2016 Anniversary Update
needed 10-20GB of free space to install, and it wouldn’t
install on a 32GB 2-in-1 usb pen drive, which had 9GB free.
An external hard drive had to be plugged in.
WINDOWS 10 UPDATES

We can all remember the USA weather presenter’s screen
being interrupted by Windows 10 updated live on television.
With the new update for Windows 10 it will be possible to
postpone installing the update by three days to a more
convenient time for the user. When an update arrives you will
see a blue box with the heading ‘We’ve got an update for
you’ It will give you three options:
‘Restart’

‘Pick a time’

or

‘Snooze’

Pick a Time – This lets you choose a time and date for the
update to be installed. This can be rescheduled later if your
initial choice is no longer convenient.
Snooze – This postpones the update for three days. You can
click the option again every three days giving you the option
to put off the update indefinitely.
At last Microsoft is listening to its customers.
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YOUR PC’S SPECIFICATIONS
If you need details about your PC, it’s motherboard and
everything to do with the installed parts of the PC, download
this free programme from the makers of CCleaner. It will tell
you everything you need to know and probably more:https://www.piriform.com/speccy/download/standard
PANASONIC ANNOUNCES THE GH5
Panasonic has announced a new model aimed firmly at
professional and amateur videographers. The Panasonic
Lumix DC-GH5 should be in the shops by the time you read
this article. It can handle up to 4K/60p video recording and
has built in dual I.S. 2 stabilisation, and can record slow
motion at 180 frames per second. It also records stills at 6K
quality. The arrival of the model in the UK has been delayed
due to the exceptional number of units which have
been pre-ordered. (see cover and page 12 pic of new model)
Demonstrations of the new model are available in local
Jessop stores.
The mighty DMW-XLR1 XLR Microphone Adapter for future
GH5 owners gets rid of the cables from the XLR unit to the
camera (uses the hot-shoe as a pass-through for audio and
power) and enables users to use up to 2 x XLR pro mics or
wireless receivers. 48V Phantom power and Line level input
are also available, as well as manual control and 96kHz for
those looking for that extra audio quality. (see pic page 12)
WARNING OF JUNK
Don’t install the DVD burning software ‘BurnAware’ it contains
two PUPS (potentially unwanted programmes) in the form of
McAfee Web Advisor and Yahoo which will hijack your
web browser.
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HOW DO THEY DO IT?
I saw a really useful
looking Hand Held ‘C’ shaped bracket
for a Camcorder/DSLR the
other day on E-bay for the
princely sum of £9.99, with Free Postage! (see pic) I don’t
know how they do it for this price!
I decided to take a risk and order one as it was being supplied
by a UK dealer. (Chinese versions are also available with free
postage!)
Made from heavy duty plastic The rig is quite lightweight, and
enables you to take low shots, and moving shots with either
type of camera, and features an adjustable base with standard
camera screw fitting, together with a locking top fitting for a
light or microphone.

These are readily available on E-bay at the following link:
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/New-C-Shape-Bracket-VideoHandle
-Handheld-Stabilizer-Grip-for-DSLR-SLRCamerUK/281404587567hash=item4185053e2f:g:zrQAAOSw
MmBV5rys&autorefresh=true
or just search for:
New C Shape Bracket Video Handle Handheld Stabilizer
Grip for DSLR SLR Camera UK
At the time of writing, the price has increased slightly, but
still excellent value.
Derek Mathieson FACI
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NERIAC Contacts
Chairman:
Fran Haydon: email: fmhaydon57@blueyonder.co.uk
Secretary:
Derek Mathieson FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB

Tel: 01325 356140 email: dereksc07@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Ray Henderson FACI
25 The Crescent, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7ST
Tel: 0191 270 1005 email: ray@coopuk.com
Council Members:

Audrey Cutts
Linda Gough FACI
Michael Gough FACI (M)
Trevor Spencer FACI
David Whitworth FACI(M)
Nor’Easter Editor:

Ivor Rose FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB
Tel: 01325 356140 email: ivorrose@gmail.com
Welcome to New Members:
Celine M. V. Alexander-Brown
Leonard Jewett
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