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Chairman’s Chat by Sylvia Spencer
Hello Everyone,
You've no idea how hard it is to
keep a secret for six months but
at last on the 1st October I was
able to announce the winners of
the West Riding Cine Groups
10min competition.
Five clubs took part producing
eight films and after all were
shown our chairwomen Audrey
Cutts handed out the trophies.
We had to postpone from March
as the council run hall we rent was being refurbished, now on reopening they are putting
up the rent from £35 for the night to £134. I call this money grabbing and must put the
hall out of reach for many groups,it will get less use giving the council an excuse to
close the premisses it is already difficult to find suitable venues. I am writing my chat
the day after our NERIAC autumn event at Scarborough I hope everyone who came
along had an enjoyable weekend I certainly did. It was a chance to catch up with old
friends and I hope make new ones. We did manage a chairman's chat with just 3 films
entered. I was hoping for more,come on clubs get together and join in next year. I have
set an easy theme which is TRANSPORT it could cover anything from skates to Jumbo
jets fiction/nonfiction not too long and has to be made in the currant year.
Our guest speaker David Peffer gave us an excellent afternoon,his films had us both
crying and laughing and are certainly of a professional standard I could watch them
again.
The day finished with all the films entered in the competition being shown there was
certainly a wide variety and it was a pleasure to hand out trophies. Congratulations to all
who entered. If you have any comments on the weekend we would like to here from
you.
Finally our next event is the NERIAC AGM at Aberford on Sunday 12th April 2015 our
speaker is Mike Whyman who will be speaking about his career at the BBC,NCB and
JVC. I look forward to seeing you there, remember it is your chance to have a say in our
area. Keep those cameras rolling and have a Merry Christmas and a happy new year.
Sylvia
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NERIAC 2014 AUTUMN FESTIVAL
Once again NERIAC returned to
the slightly faded
splendour of the
Esplanade Hotel
in Scarborough.
The view from
the hotel across
the town and bay
is wonderful, and
its only a ten miDavid Peffer enjoying the Scarborough air
nute walk to the front.
The food is somewhat unimaginative, but with one definite highlight - the Banoffee Pie with Butterscotch Cream.
The weekend starts on the Saturday evening with a meal, followed
by a quiz, organised by Michael Gough. This year it concentrated
on mainstream films and radio shows and was great fun. The answer to one radio question was ‘Music while you Work’ last aired
on the Home Service in 1967. Michael obviously knows his audience.
On Sunday morning the Chairman’s Challenge (subject ‘Time’)
attracted three entries and was won by Newcastle ACA. We then
saw six of the seventeen films entered for the Competition. The
organisers should be congratulated on finding time to show all the
films submitted. We all want people to see our films!
After lunch there were two sessions with the Guest Speaker. David Peffer of Tyneside Video Club showed an excellent string of
films dating from 1987 to 1991. He was a teacher at St Cuthberts
School in Newcastle in the eighties, and started making films with
another teacher, Frank Hodges, starring the boys. They started
with spoofs, with the boys playing adults, but over
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time, as their expertise improved, moved to serious fiction films
where the boys played their age and occasional adults were brought
in to the play the adult roles. The best film was undoubtedly
‘Bertie’ where a boy plays the prince who became George the
Sixth. Beautifully cast, acted and directed, and a real treat to see.
David also showed two excellent club films from Tynemouth including the famous rap ‘No Way Back’.
One of David’s films involved a survivor from Auschwitz, and he is
a supporter of Relais de la Memoire. This is an international organisation for schools founded to keep alive the memories of the Second World War, and particularly the Holocaust. In 2011 their annual conference was at Dame Allans School in Newcastle with pupils from several European countries present.
At 6pm we saw the remaining eleven films in the Competition and
the awards were duly given out. The judging was done by Richard
Curry FACI who deserves thanks for what is always a difficult job.
[Names and prizes are shown elsewhere] Most people then left, but
quite a few stayed on to have free time in Scarborough the next day.
The whole event went very well, with the
weather cool but sunny, and everyone
seemed to have a good time.
Make a note in your diary for next year!

Jim Walker
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THE MAKING OF TAKE TWO Michael Gough

The longer you have been making
films the more archive material you will
have which seldom sees the light of day.
So any excuse to show it again is appreciated. Linda and I bought a Super 8mm
camera in the late 60’s. The earliest
footage is of our work and our engagement, which are not normally suitable
subjects for public display. However our honeymoon to Tangiers
and Torremolinos did produce a successful holiday/travelogue
which we showed in the Newcastle ACA and NECA Regional
competitions.
Imagine our delight when, in response to a recent BBC TV search
for 1960s foreign travel films, a film crew travelled to Newcastle to
interview us in the Newcastle ACA Club room. Their next move
was to take us back to Torremolinos to see how it had changed over
the decades. It was while sitting on the beach, as part of the BBC
interview that I suggested that if I made my own film of the experience I should call it “Take Two”. That was in 2006 and like most of
my ideas they sometimes take a few years to bubble to the top of
the priority list.
The script development was fairly easy, following a basic chronological process from old film to new video. However there were
some aesthetic decisions that needed to be made. The original film
footage was 4x3 aspect, and so was our own MiniDV video shot in
the club room and on our return to Torremolinos. However the
BBC footage (for which I had permission to use) was in 16x9 aspect. It looked quite natural to see old format 8mm. film pillarboxed in the centre of the screen but the constant switching of
frame size between the differing video sources looked wrong. I exPage 5
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perimented with filling the sides of the screen with out of focus colour.
I even took these experiments along to the Club to get independent
views on what looked best (without giving away the reason) In the end
I opted to zoom into the 4x3 frame
and select the best widescreen slice
across it. Obviously this risks the optical quality of the picture, which
would have to stand direct comparison with adjacent BBC TV footage
but I am quite pleased with the result
and am sure I made the right decision. So all video is seen in 16x9 and
all old film is in 4x3.
To emphasise the “projected image”
of the film I dubbed on some projector noise (an almost nostalgic reCaption competition ?... Answers for
minder of film shows in those days. ) next edition of Nor’easter please !!
The only BBC footage I used was of
their interviews. It seemed wrong to use any of their incidental shots
so additional material was filmed on MiniDV either by Linda or myself. Tony Cox took most of the preparation shots in the Clubroom. I
think my most satisfactory edit is from a side view of me talking
(filmed by Tony) cutting to the final BBC edit. The voice is from the
BBC recording but luckily I could sync it perfectly with Tony’s camerawork. To be clear about who shot which footage I recreated the
BBC watermark logo for all material produced by them. A copy has
been sent to the BBC producers but I have had no reply. The finished
video first hit the screen in the Club where it won the 2013-14 Open
Competition. Next stop the NERIAC Annual Competition 2014 where
it won the Regional Shield for the Best in the Competition. I was completely taken by surprise when it was selected to represent the I was
completely taken by surprise when it was selected to represent the
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FILMS AT THE NERIAC AUTUMN FESTIVAL
North East Region in
the IAC InterRegional Mermaid
Competition in
Straford upon Avon .
This is an audience
vote ……….
Michael’s film Take
Two won the Club
competition for Newcastle ACA
David, Sylvia and Michael

Mike Heath from Doncaster Movie Makers wrote:
Just a note to say thank you to the NERIAC team who organised the event at Scarborough. I enjoyed it very much
and those who could not attend for whatever reason
missed a treat. The competition entries were very good, the
guest speaker was excellent and choice of venue superb.
Add to that great meals and good company and you have a
successful day.
Thank you once again
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WEST RIDING CINE GROUP "AUTUMN EVENT"
It was a film packed evening at the WRCG event, chairwomen
Audrey Cutts welcomed the members from the clubs in the Yorkshire area then it was straight into watching the entries in the 10
min competition. Clubs are invited to submit a film both in the
fiction and non fiction category they are then sent out of the area
to be judged this year Peter Dobing kindly agreed to do the honours.Five clubs entered submitting eight films.
DONCASTER - DOOMSDAY DATE N/F Runner up
WAKEFIELD - D DAY Fiction
SHEFFIELD - UNPEZZETTINO D'ITALIA N/F
MERCURY MOVIES - THE NOTE Fiction Trophy for the best
entry in the competition and Trophy for the best fiction. Collected
by Martin Sutherland
HUDDERSFIELD - THE REX AT 100
N/F
best Non Fiction Collected by Trevor Spencer

Trophy for the

WAKEFIELD - THE MERRY CITY N/F
MERCURY MOVIES - HOLLINS HILL FARM N/F
HUDDERSFIELD - THE EGG Fiction Runner up Fiction
The awards were presented by Audrey who then went on to announce and award the trophy to the club that had most points in
this years challenge matches.This is worked out by each club play
3 matches submitting 3 films holiday,documentary and free
choice, at the end of the season all the points are added up. Once
again Huddersfield were the worthy winners.
The evening concluded with films that have come 2nd or 3rd in
club competitions,showing as many as possible.
This gives members of clubs, who normally don't get a chance, to
show films to a wider audience.
State of the Art Design
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Of the NORTH EAST REGION, IAC
On Sunday 12th April 2015
To be held in the
Village Hall, Aberford, North Yorkshire at 4.30pm
Following the afternoon speaker.

AGENDA

1. Apologies
2. Minutes of 2014 AGM
3. Matters Arising
4. Secretary’s Report
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Chairman’s Report
7. Election of Officers

Members retiring by rotation and offering themselves for re-election
Ray Henderson FACI
Derek Mathieson FACI
Ivor Rose FACI

8. Any Other Business
Derek Mathieson FACI
Secretary.

Nominations for any new Council Members,
Please send details before 31st March,
To the Secretary above, at
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington. DL3 9PB
Or email: dereksc07@gmail.com
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The Future?
There are a couple of subjects exercising the club world at the
moment. One concerns declining and ageing membership and the
other concerns the revolution in the way our efforts may be displayed to the world. The second is fascinating but the first is life
threatening and it is this I would like to address.
One of our club members, (in an idle moment as his wife went
shopping), recently strayed into Currys, or was it PC World? It
matters not. He approached the eager assistant and commented on
the range of camcorders on offer and the rapidly changing technology. Do you sell many of these wonderful machines, he asked.
“No”, was the reply. “We probably sell one camcorder for every
hundred still cameras”.
This one remark goes to the heart of our membership decline.
The traditional route into our hobby started, in many cases, with a
desire to capture images of the family growing up or as a reminder of a wonderful holiday and to do this we required a cine camera, or later, a camcorder. As our skill and interest increased, we
might then find our way into the local
(Camcorder/Cine/Video/Film/Movie) club. Ownership of a camcorder is no longer a prerequisite of the original motivation. You
can capture what you need on a mobile phone or tablet computer
or still camera. You don’t need a camcorder.
The dramatic consequence of this change is that the chain has
been broken. There is no obvious progression from these entry
level video capture devices to the club world and the creative upper reaches of our hobby. The method of capture, once the prerogative of the camcorder, has now been diversified across a
wide range of devices.
The chain must be repaired and a link re-established between the
world of the entry level videographer and the club world, and we
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must take responsibility for the process as
these potential members don’t know we
exist.
How do we do this?
Well, for a start we
need to distance ourselves from the
‘camcorder’, an endangered species, and
market the idea that we are in the business of creating a wide variety of artistic, amusing or informative creations all of which involve moving images, (and sound). The method by which these
moving images are created is unimportant, what is important is
the content.
Creators of moving images, by any means, will be welcomed to
our ranks . In our efforts at publicising our activities we should
make this crystal clear.
Of course all this revolves around the subject of ‘converging technologies’. There are gadgets these days which will possess, in various combinations, the ability to act as computers, mobile phones,
still image cameras, web browsers, sat ‘navs’ AND video cameras. What has not converged yet is an ergonomic container which
allows all the capabilities to be accessed with equal convenience.
This may well be the saving grace for the camcorder as none of
the various multi-functional devices yet provides the same ergonomic balance of features which are needed for the capture of
moving pictures.
We live in challenging but interesting times.
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THE CLUB SCENE
What’s going on in your Club ?
Tell the rest of the region what you are planning, what you are
currently showing and what you want to communicate to fellow
film makers both old and new.
If you have a completed syllabus for the coming year please send
it for inclusion in the next Nor’Easter
******
Darlington Camcorder Club, has changed it’s name to
Darlington Video Makers Club.
This was in response to the use of IPhones, and DSLR cameras,
as the camcorder market it beginning to decrease dramatically.
The club still meets on Thursdays at the Methodist Chapel Hall,
The Green, Haughton Le Skerne, Darlington from 7.30pm
It must be in the air !!!
Northumbria Camcorder Club has also changed its name and are
now known as
Northumberland Creative Media Group
Contact Keith McNally 83, Cheswick Drive, Gosforth Newcastle,
NE3 5DW 0191 2853379 for more details
**************************
Has your club changed any of its contact details?
Get in touch if you have … you may be losing out on potential
new members !!
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NEWCASTLE ACA Programme 2014-15
Oct 7 ....... 50 years in Film an evening with Richard Curry,
Award winner and IAC Music Adviser
Oct 14 ...... Your Favourite Pieces of Kit with video examples
Oct 21 ...... Jason Berge from Darlington Media Group
Oct 28 ....... Make’em laugh with Brian Dunckley
Nov 4 ........ Road Show from Rochdale Movie Makers
Nov 11 ...... Remembrance - A memorable night with Stephen
Green
Nov 18 ...... Autumn Open Competition (Any subject longer than
5 minutes)
Nov 25 ...... We host the NECA Open & Holiday Competitions
Dec 2 ......... Tynemouth Club visit us
Dec 9 ......... The Continued Story of Film with Doug Collender
Dec 16 ....... Christmas Buffet – Competition with the theme
“Crackered”
Dec 23 ....... No Meeting (Merry Christmas)
Dec 30 ....... No Meeting (Happy New Year)
Jan 6 ......... Letters From America, a programme from Ned Cordery
Jan 13 ....... ACA’s Best Film of All Time - Which one would you
pick?
Jan 20 ....... Winners selection from the NERIAC Competition
2013
Jan 27 ....... What Has The Internet Done For Us Film makers? Stephen Green
Feb 3 ......... Members’ Night - your chance to contribute
Feb 10 ....... Winners selection from the BIAFF Competition 2014
Feb 17 ....... North v South 2014-15 Roadshow
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CLUB PROGRAMMES (NEWCASTLE ACA CONT…)
Feb 24 ...... Annual Short Film Competition (An style, any subject less than 5 minutes)
Mar 3........ Jim Whalley from Preston Moviemakers
Mar 10...... Style and Substance - Michael Gough explores the art
of movie making.
Mar 17...... Friendly Feedback - bring videos for non-competitive
comments & advice.
Mar 24...... Ken and Carol Wilson return with more masterpieces
from Phase 4 Films.
Mar 31...... Chairman’s Night
Apr 7 ........ No Meeting (Happy Easter)
Apr 14 ...... The View From Down Under - a programme from
Newcastle, Australia.
Apr 21 ...... International winners from the UNICA Competition
2014
Apr 28 ...... Chairman’s Themed Competition – “Well Seasoned”
May 5 ....... A practical night with Billy Ellwood
May 12 ..... Summer Open Competition (Any subject longer than
5 minutes)
May 19 ..... President’s Night
May 26 ..... Best of the Best Competition and Awards
Jun 2......... Annual General Meeting, Buffet
Summer 2015 programme TBA
July 7th. August 4th. September 1st
Next season starts Tuesday October 6th. 2015
***
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HUDDERSFIELD FILM MAKERS CLUB 2014—2015
May 2014
8
Chairman’s Evening - An evening with Mitchell & Kenyon
/Friese- Greene
15 Practical: Shoot a brief sequence on the theme of Discovery
22 Members' films from the past: seek out your old favourites
June
12 Pioneers of silent comedy. A selection of films from silent
comedy stars
19 Practical: Shoot a sequence of close-up details
26 Films from Coast Video Club
July
10 Members’ Films: show us what you've been working on recently, finished and work-in-progress
17 Practical: Shoot a silent film and add creative foley sound
effects later
24
Cheadle & Gatley Film Makers visit us
August
No meetings planned
September
11 President’s Evening
18 Practical: Image styles to convey themes
25 Films from our friends at Staines Video Makers
October
1 (Wed) WRCG Autumn Event
4/5 NERIAC Scarborough Festival
1.
Cliff Paulson (Honorary Life President of Chesterfield Film
Makers) visits us
16
Practical: Screen language
17 (Fri) Challenge Match v Leeds Movie Makers (away)
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1.

Martin Sunderland and Bob Rowley entertain us

November
13 Films from Poynton & Stockport Movie Makers
16 (Sun) “At Home” – Huddersfield Town Hall
17/20 Annual Festival of Film – Huddersfield Town Hall
27 Chairman's Challenge
December
11 Christmas social event
2015
January
8 Films from the Archives
15 Practical Showcase: bring along films made on the Practical
nights
22 WRCG Challenge Match v Wakefield Movie Makers (at home)
23

(Fri) We visit Leeds AV

February
12 Short Film Competition (also closing date for Annual Competition)
19 Practical: Discussion on using memory cards: best practices, copying footage, archiving
26 Leeds AV Club visit us
March
4 (Wed) WRCG 10 Minute Film Competition
12 Anatomy of a Film with David Whitworth
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CLUB PROGRAM M ES

HUDDERSFIELD
14 (Sat) Annual Dinner and awards presentation
19 South Yorkshire Competition at Huddersfield
26 Films from the Annual Competition
April
9 More films from the Annual Competition
15 (Wed) Challenge Match vs Mercury Movie Makers (away)
16 Practical: TBC
23 Annual General Meeting

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

ADOBE
020 7365 0733
Email – english-custserv@adobe.com
MAGIX
0203 318 3666
On Line Help:www.magix.com/gb/support/technical-support/
SONY
0800 028 1475
On Line Help:www.custcentre.com/app/chat/chat_launch
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