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The Cairn will once again host two IAC events

BIAFF and The NERIAC Spring Festival

Chairman’s Chat
It is most strange that when I sit down to
compose this Chairman’s Chat in October
that you will not be reading it until
January. So when I say that I have just
returned from the National IAC AGM in
Sittingbourne, Kent - you will be saying “a
few weeks ago Fran went to the AGM.”
SERIAC had based the weekend on a
“Western Hoe Down” theme as the hotel was part of the Best
Western chain. Unfortunately as plans are made a couple of years
in advance things can change - so when we arrived in
Sittingbourne we sailed past the hotel because it had become a
“Holiday Inn.” The AGM is an interesting social event when you
can actually meet the people who have their pictures in little boxes
at the top of pages in the FVM magazine. On Friday a visit was
arranged to Allington Castle – which is privately owned by Sir
Robert Worcester. The site, on the banks of the River Medway,
has had a fortified dwelling since 1281 and now contains a stone
built twelfth century moated medieval castle. It is most picturesque
with extensive gardens.
The next day after a cruise on the River Medway the next highlight
was a tour of the Shepherd Neame Brewery in Faversham. At the
end of the tour there was a beer-tasting session. Each person was
presented with samples of six brews and it was interesting to see
how few full glasses were left! There was much chatter as to which
was the best. I noticed that No 6, a stout did not receive good
reviews. It seemed to me that No 5 was the winner (could that be
because it was the strongest at 6.3%?) and No 1, a lager also
received a good recommendation. This is all hear-say as I only
had coffee - honestly!
It was on this visit that I discovered the advantage of sitting on the
back seat of the coach. As we stopped in Faversham, the heavens
opened and it started to pour so that by the time we got off from
the back of the coach, quite a few minutes later, everyone else
was already soaked and we had had the time to put on our rain
coats. Next years’ AGM will be in Market Harborough when we will
be learning about Richard III and no doubt visiting a car-park.
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As I said earlier, when I write that we have just put the clocks
back and the long dark evenings are with us you will be
interpreting that as, “Oh gosh! it’s nearly Christmas.” However it is
now time to be considering which film or films you, or your club,
wish to enter in the NERIAC Annual Film Competition. The
closing date for entries is 28th February 2018. I also wish to
remind you that the Chairman’s Challenge is a club film based on
the subject “In the locality” or “On the Doorstep.” This was
announced over a year ago so you may have forgotten. There are
a variety of trophies and certificates to be awarded and this year
one of them could be YOURS.

After the NERIAC Festival in Harrogate the majority of the
members present decided, when asked, that they preferred the
Festival to take place in Spring rather than as it had been in the
suggested in the Autumn. So this year we are planning to meet
again in Harrogate at the Cairn Hotel on 29th April 2018 when the
results of the above competitions will be announced. Please make
a note of the date in you dairies and get your film chosen and
submitted. Application forms and details are in this edition of the
Nor’Easter.
The other dates I would like you to put in your dairy are those of
the BIAFF (British International Amateur Film Festival) which is
run by the IAC, which is again being held in Harrogate at the
Cairn Hotel. This event gives you the opportunity to view many
films, of any genre, made by people in this country and also from
abroad. On the Saturday (14th April) there are four mini cinemas
to choose from when you have looked at the programme, it gives
a list of the films, their lengths and genre. On the Sunday (15th
April) there is one big showing of all the winning films in each
category and where the presentations are made. You can also
enter a film in the BIAFF competition where awards of 1 to 5 stars
are made and you also receive a written crit from the judges. Why
not give it a try? Films must be entered by 31st January 2018.
Help Please
One of the cries that is often heard is ‘how difficult it is to find
people who will judge competitions and make constructive
comments after the film has been seen.’ Some clubs are
resorting to have their films judged by someone who then sends a
letter with the results. This works but it is not the same as having
a judge there who can answer your question and explain some of
their comments.
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I have judged club competitions, challenge matches and also other
events. I think that I know what I am doing, based on the advice
that I was given early in my film making career - that the films
should be judged on how they are constructed not on who has the
most expensive camera or gadgets.
I know what is involved in collecting the raw footage and all the
problems with the weather, maybe the angle of the sun and
problems with shadows. There is also the quality of the video – is
the footage steady, does it pan or tilt too quickly, is it in focus, can
you see what is happening? Then there is the problem of the live
sound that you collect, can it be altered during editing or do you
need to collect some ambient sound to use. These are judgements
that can be made in all areas as you watch the film. If you start with
poor quality film, it makes the whole film-making process much
harder to achieve good results.
Then of course you judge the story line and pace of the film, does
it drag or are some cuts so fast you don’t know what you are
seeing. How happy are you with what you are seeing, and in some
ways that is the easy part. Remember when you first started film
making – once you had ordered the pictures you thought that the
film was nearly finished. But no - there is the commentary or voice
over making sure it is clearly spoken and then there is music which
can be added to parts of the film. Judges have various ideas about
how this should sound and whether it creates the appropriate
atmosphere. Then, of course, along comes the problem of balance
between the various sound lines. Judging is not an easy job,
especially as everyone who has spent hours creating their
masterpiece thinks it is perfect.
When we were editing by copying reel to reel there were problems
because if you made a mistake, it was back to the mistake and
start copying again. I once found an odd rogue frame in one of my
films on a section I had checked and checked and still missed –
back to the mistake and re-record the film. But help was at hand,
computers were the latest machines, along with editing programs
that could help us. Mistakes could easily be rectified and life
became much easier. You could change your mind on how the film
looked without having to go back to square one.

4

Then digital effects became available and things began exploding
and there seemed to be a belief that “I don’t know how to do that
so it must be clever” and some films seemed to start winning
competitions because of their digital effects. We then had the
combination of film and computer generated sequences. That was
soon followed by computer generated films which have never
seen a camera or phone in their construction. These films can be
judged on storyline, pace, interest and sound tracks but they do
not have the same problems that camera generated films have to
overcome. As I am not interested in making digital computer films
of this type, I have no understanding of the work involved in
making the figures and scenery etc.
My problem is therefore how do you compare two totally different
film genres? I can compare two camera generated films and I can
compare two computer generated films, but how do I compare one
of each? This only became apparent to me recently when I was in
this situation – fortunately I was not doing the judging but it made
me start thinking about the problem. Are we then judging the
computer generated film by who has spent the most money on
post- production software? Do we all have to try out these
programs to find out that what we thought was difficult to do is
really child’s play?
As I am confused on this item I am asking for comments from you
to help me sort out my thoughts.
Do these films need a different category?
Do I need to stop judging as I don’t understand how computer
generated films are made?
Is there an easy guide on how to make computer generated
films?
Is there a simple software package I ought to look at?
Am I just an old fashioned person who doesn’t like change?
If you have any comments to help me please contact the editor of
Nor-Easter who will be happy to publish some of your ideas.
Hoping to hear from you.

Fran Haydon
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NERIAC was will represented at the
IAC AGM Western Hoedown
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>>> TIMELINE <<<

The Video ramblings of Michael and Linda Gough
FADE INTO LINDA
A group of us travelled from the UK to Dortmund in Germany to
attend UNICA, the annual world film festival. The IAC sends a
programme to represent Great Britain. The programme is
made up of films which have been entered into BIAFF and can
make up a balanced programme which fits into the time
allowed by UNICA.
As always it was a very interesting experience and there were
some wonderful films. Do encourage your Club to get the
programme from the video library to show at one of your club
meetings. Since we were there for 8 days there are plenty of
films to choose from.
One of the action films had an interesting sound track. We
were all very engaged with the action when the film froze but
the noise continued. You can imagine mumbles and grumbles
started in several languages until one of the organisers said it
was the fire alarm. There was laughter before people started to
SLOWLY leave the Hall and eventually it was decided that all
was well and the film show would continue. It was incredible
that the fire alarm started at just the time when it could fit in to
the sound track of the film without question.
DISSOLVE TO MICHAEL
Sticking to the foreign theme I have recently found myself in
two very satisfying “hands across the sea” links. Earlier this
year I received an urgent cry for help from our old friend Willy
van der Linden in Belgium. He was asking if I could narrate the
English translation of a video by his friend Paul Renders. He
thought it was a good video and wanted to encourage Paul to
enter it in BIAFF 2017. I was very short of time but the next day
Linda was out for lunch with friends so I felt free to talk out loud
to myself for a couple of hours as I recorded the commentary. I
wasn’t sure how the continentals pronounce “kilometres”
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so I recorded some sentences twice to give Paul the choice.
The audio file was sent to Willy via WeTransfer. Paul entered
BIAFF 2017 with his video “Ethiopia Betam Kongo!” and was
awarded Four Stars. I was particularly amused to sit in the
mini cinema watching it. It only took Jill Lampert about a
second to recognise my voice and swivel around in her chair
with a surprised look.
My second continental link was with Suzy Sommer from
Luxembourg who asked if I could help correct her English for
her video “Whispering of the Past”. It was about the changing
economy and life of the native American inhabitants of
Dakota. It was a fascinating exercise. Suzy is always
sympathetic to varying lifestyles and her beautiful landscape
photography sets the stage for her story telling. She sent me
her original English commentary and I was able to see the
edited video without words on Vimeo. I understood her
intentions for the video but sometimes, in my opinion, she
had picked the wrong choice from a Thesaurus word list.
Sometimes I added complete new sentences which I thought
would help the listener. I explained all my reasons and
highlighted the changes to the text and she gratefully
accepted them all. She wanted a genuine American voice to
be the narrator and I have just been sent the finished video
prior to it going to various competitions. I look forward to
seeing the results in BIAFF someday. It is very satisfying that
programmes such as WeTransfer and Vimeo enable us all to
share ideas and support around the world.
CUT TO LINDA

Mike and I have just returned from Sittingbourne where we
attended the IAC AGM. We had an enjoyable weekend
meeting friends from all over the country but it was
disappointing for the organisers as to how many attended. It
would seem that the AGM is suffering in the same way as
our clubs are. The age of those attending is slowly going up
and as nature takes it course, each year there are fewer and
fewer attending.
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The weekend has always been a social weekend but it is not
attracting so many people so we need to have a rethink.
What do you think the IAC should do?
DISSOLVE TO MICHAEL
IAC AGMs are far more interesting than they sound. The
formal AGM only takes half an hour. The rest of the time
involves entertainment, competitions, guest speaker and
some local excursions. This year included a very special trip
to Allington Castle, Kent, the private home of Sir Robert
Worcester and his wife. It is not normally open to the public
but we were allowed in as a special arrangement. My group
had just finished looking around this ancient Tudor fortified
manor house with it’s secret priesthole, secret stairways and
hidden doors. We had just finished having tea in the Great
Hall where Henry VIII had sat with Anne Boleyn. As we stood
in the courtyard, prior to exploring the gardens, I was
suddenly aware that Sir Robert himself had joined us and
was standing beside me at the back of the group. We struck
up a conversation. Sir Robert emigrated from America and
was the founder of MORI political polls. He has not lost his
accent and was very easy to talk to. I had noticed some
books in his library about British and American politics and
we easily drifted into some of the news topics of the day. He
offered to sign a copy of his book about the Brexit
Referendum and took me back into the house. His influence
was everywhere as we went into his private office past
photos of him with all American presidents from Ronald
Reagan to Obama. He introduced me to his wife and gave
me a private tour of rooms that were normally out of bounds.
I can’t promise that level of excitement at all IAC AGMs but it
certainly made my weekend.
END CREDITS FADE TO BLACK
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TECHIE NEWS
DVD’S

Are DVD’s a thing of the past?
At the recent IBC exhibition in Amsterdam, there was no
evidence of any DVD’s being used!
Is there lifespan about to come to an end?
However, in the latest technology catalogue of John Lewis,
Sony & Panasonic are marketing new Blu-ray players, for use
with 4k Televisions, could it be all change again??
SPEED AND MORE SPEED
Thunderbolt! Never heard of
it? Well it has been around for
several years, particularly on
Apple
Mac
machines.
Designed by Intel, it offers
super-fast connections between external hard drives and a
computer or laptop.
Thunderbolt is now available for windows machines, but only
those with the most recent motherboards. A thunderbolt card is
added to one of the PCIe slots in the computer, drivers need to
be installed, from the disk supplied, BUT before it will work, it
does require a BIOS update to the motherboard. (Unless you
are very proficient in computing don’t do this yourself as
you can disable your pc in an instant if you get it wrong!)
Connecting an external hard drive requires a
Thunderbolt 3
Cable which can offer
transfer speeds of up to 245MB/s That’s
Fast! (see pics) With Thunderbolt 3 you
can daisy chain up to 5 thunderbolt3 devices
together.
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ADOBE UPDATE

Adobe have issued a new version
of Premier Elements & Photoshop
Elements
version
18.
(What
happened to versions 16 and 17?)
£130.36 for the twin pack and £86.56
for Elements only. Looking at the
specifications there is very little extra
that a video maker would want for
the money. USA Cost for the twin
pack £113.57 at a conversion rate of
$1.32 dollars/pound – Rip Off Britain
again!

STOREAGE NEWS
Western Digital have developed new technology that could lead
to hard drives with a capacity of 40TB, three times the size of
the current largest hard drive. They are expected to be
available by 2025.
WINDOWS 7
Did you know that Windows 7 is still the world’s most popular
operating system running on almost 44 per cent of Windows
Computers?
WINDOWS 10 (THE FALL UPDATE VERSION 1709)
If you are using Windows 10 and your system has not been
automatically updated to version 1709, you can search for a
link on the Microsoft Site and download it manually.
https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/help/4028685/windows-10-getthe-fall-creators-update
Remember if you are updating a 32bit machine your machine will always be
32bit if you want to upgrade to 64bit you will need to purchase a new version of
the programme from Microsoft or some other supplier.
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ADOBE AUDITION 3 & ADOBE CS2 PRODUCTS
Adobe has now issued free versions of some of its older
software complete with legitimate serial numbers – for
example Adobe Audition Version 3 the sound editing
programme is available to download from the following link:
https://helpx.adobe.com/creative-suite/kb/cs2-productdownloads.html?promoid=19SCDRQK
It works fine on Windows 10 64bit machine
Make sure you make a note of the Serial Number on the
right-hand side of the page when downloading
You may need to be signed into Adobe with your Adobe Log in
details, to access the programmes!
The 3.01 Update for the programme is available here:-

http://supportdownloads.adobe.com/detail.jsp?ftpID=4237
Derek Mathieson

BIAFF 2018

12-15 April
At the Cairn Hotel Harrogate
Hosted by the IAC Council
Competition entry details at: www.biaff.org.uk
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IAC North East Region
Video Competition Entry Form 2018
Title:
_______________________________________________________________
Run Time: _____________

DVD Standard

Fiction

or Non Fiction

Blu-ray

4 x 3 or 16 x 9 ____________
(See rules)

AVCHD

IAC Music Licence No________________

Novice Entry
A novice is defined as one who has not won any award
or certificate in a NERIAC or Open Competition
Only one Production per Disc with five seconds of black leader before the Title
and any Menu removed.
Entries not collected at the festival cannot be returned unless sufficient return
postage is included.
Name/s as it is to appear on any certificate:

_________________________________________________________________
Address:
_________________________________________________________________

________________________________ Post Code: _____________________

Phone: ______________________ Email: ______________________________

I agree to the rules of the Competition and give my permission for my entry to be
included in any show reel or public show of the competition.
I enclose a fee of £4 for IAC Members or £6 Non Members per entry.
Signed: ______________________________
All Entries to be sent by Wednesday 28th February 2018 to:
Derek Mathieson FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB
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NERIAC Annual Competition 2018 Rules
The Competition is open to residents and club members in Northumberland, Tyne &
Wear, County Durham, Cleveland, Yorkshire and Humberside for videos made without
professional assistance and not made for financial gain.
There are Two Categories: either Fiction or Non Fiction.
There will be a winner in each category, one of which will be the declared the winner
of the REGIONAL SHIELD and receive a cheque for £50
There is also an award for the best entry by a novice.
Entrance Fee IAC Members and Clubs per video = £4
Non IAC Members £6 Cheques payable to NERIAC
More than one video may be entered, subject to the rules.
If the entered disc does not have return postage, it must be collected at the show.
Entry forms may be copied from Nor’Easter, or downloaded from the website:
www.neriac.co.uk
Acknowledgement of receipt will be sent by email or stamped envelope (if included).
Copyright audio and visual clearance must be made by the entrant.
IAC Music Licence Number must be quoted if commercial recordings are used.
Captions showing a win in other competitions must be removed.
Screen Time Each entry must be no longer than 30 minutes.
If High Definition Discs are submitted, they must be accompanied by a standard
definition disc, for judging purposes.
Only One Entry per Disc with a five second black leader before any title and music and
any menu must be removed.
Clearly state on the box and entry form the format of the movie.

All trophies entered in the previous year must be cleaned and returned to the secretary
by 28th February 2018 Winning trophies must be collected at the event and will not
be sent by mail. Any certificate awarded, but not collected at the event will be sent by
mail.
All Entries to be sent by Wednesday 28th February 2018 to:
Derek Mathieson FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent
Darlington DL3 9PB
Tel: 01325 356140
Email: dereksc07@gmail.com
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NERIAC
Spring festival
29th April 2018 at 2PM
At The Cairn Hotel

Ripon Road, Harrogate
North Yorkshire. HG1 2JD
For catering reasons you must pre-book
Tickets : £15 per head
includes refreshments & English Afternoon Tea

No Tickets: _____ @ £15 Total £______
Name: ___________________
Address: ______________________
_______________________________
Tel No:______________
Email: ______________________
Send your booking form to Derek Mathieson
22 Pierremont Crescent
Darlington DL3 9PB
Te: 01325 356140
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HOLIDAY / FESTIVAL / ADVENTURE – UNICA 2018
Magic happens here, films become windows into different
cultures, in these seats we realise, that wherever we come
from, we laugh and cry at the same things. Here we make
friends and share our love of amateur film with people from
around the world.

Recline in comfortable, raked seats to watch about 140 top
amateur films from 30 countries, during a week of festivities.
That leaves plenty of time for excursions, banquets and
events. In the dining rooms or on the terrace and grass
outside you can drink tea/coffee/beer and eat ice-cream with
fellow enthusiasts from many countries. UNICA 2018 takes
place in the town of Blansko, in the Czech Republic during
the first week of September 2018. At UNICA special rates 3
and 4-star hotels cost about £35 a night, beer is about £1,
and a decent restaurant lunch less than £10.
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YOU ARE WELCOME – JOIN US IN BLANSKO
You do not need to be an IAC chief, a club officer or even a
film maker! UNICA welcomes everyone who enjoys watching
our kind of films. Many Brits you know from BIAFF and
regional events come every year … UNICA is addictive.
Blansko is easy to reach from most parts of Britain. Most of us
will fly. The cheapest and easiest route is from Stansted direct
to Brno (the nearest airport). A special UNICA bus takes us
directly to Blansko, which is just over half-an-hour away. On
low-cost airlines prices vary from week to week but it should be
less than £100 return including a checked bag each way.
It is also easy to reach Brno from many UK airports with a
change in Munich.
We can also advise on good routes from other UK airports via
Vienna or Prague. Brno, Vienna and Prague are all tourist
destinations in themselves, so you may wish to spend a few
days before or after UNICA sightseeing in the one you will use.

The Editor always welcomes
contributions to this magazine
Please submit articles via email in Word if possible.
With photos as separate jpg files rather than in the word
document.
Email: ivorrose@gmail.com
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NERIAC Contacts
Chairman:
Fran Haydon: email: fmhaydon57@blueyonder.co.uk
Secretary:
Derek Mathieson FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB

Tel: 01325 356140 email: dereksc07@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Ray Henderson FACI
25 The Crescent, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7ST
Tel: 0191 270 1005 email: ray@coopuk.com
Council Members:
Audrey Cutts

Linda Gough FACI
Michael Gough FACI(M)
Trevor Spencer FACI
David Whitworth FACI(M)
Nor’Easter Editor:
Ivor Rose FACI
22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB

Tel: 01325 356140 email: ivorrose@gmail.com
Welcome Back to Returning Member:

John Elsworthy.

All the NERIAC Council would like to wish you
A Happy New Year.
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